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EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS' 
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TO OBSERVERS -BOARD 

15 July 19UU. 



SUBJECTS Operations of the lOlst Airborne Division in the Invasion of France, 
Army Ground Forces Report No. 116. 

Submitted by: Colonel CHARLES H. COATES, Infantry, 



1, Forwarded herewith as Exhibit A is detailed summary of operations 
of the lOlst Airborne Division in the Normandy peninsula from D-1 to t)f2h 
inclusive. Annexes showing actual drop points are not available but it^is 
interesting to note the wide dispersion that can normally be expected eyen 
in an airborne operation as well executed. as this one Fas» It is also in- 
teresting to note that this division fought in the line as an infantry div- 
ision for approximately 20 days, 

2. The source of the above summary is -Colonel G, J» Higgins, C/S, 
lOlst Airborne Division, 



/s/ Charles H. Coates, 
■ f ■ . CHARLES H. COATES., 

Colonel, Infantry, 
ITO Observers Board, 

1 Incl; - . , 

Exhibit "A". 



' \ HEADQUARTERS lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION 

Office of the Division Commander • 
A, P. 0» U72, U.S. Army 

OPERATIONS OF T'HE lOlST AIRBORNE i3IVISl6N IN 
THE INVASION OF FRANCE ' 



Jvtne 19hh * (B l) 

At 0600 orders -were i-eceived from 21 Army Group, and later confirmed by 
First U. S.'Army, that "D" - day would be June 6, 19U1;, AH units were notified 
and the day was spent in last minute checks of personnel and equipiaent.. 

By 2130, all parachutists were assembled at their respective parked planes. 
Final instructions were issued, and the first serials began loading at 2230, 
General Eisenhower and party visited the various departure aii-dromes beginning 
at 1930 and continuing until the last plane departed. 

All serials were airborne by 233O, and marshalling of -the air fleet began. 
June 6, l9hh p ( D ^ Day) ; ; . 

In the division headquarters serial number (I3) check points were easily 
identified and, the timing remarkably accurate initially*. The coast of France 
was passed over at 0109, and the formation immediately -ran into fairly thick 
fog. Up, until this time the air was entirely clear, mth a' full moon that, 
Miile low on the horizon, provided good visibility. Upon entering the fog, the 
planes took additional intervals. For the neJct few minutes the fog was spotty 
and some flak was enc.ountered. At about five minutes from the coast, the fog 
cleared somewhat and §:ome flak was encountered thile over Etienneville - Pont 
L« Abbe'. Almost immediately thereaftei: ahothei- bank of fog or clouds was 
encountered and caused further dispersion ~bf the planes. It is believed that 
this combination of flak and fog caused the wide dispersion of planes. 

Opposition upon hitting the ground varied with the locality but in general, 
was not Strong. The enen^y made little or no effort to dispatch strong patrols 
to destroy the parachutists but stayed in positions and fired indiscriminately^ 
Both small arms and artillery fire was encountered but due to the general con- 
fusion had little effect.. Machine ,guns at important road intersections caused 
some casualties but their local protection was poor and mbst were eliminated 
in short order* . ^ . 

' ■ . ' ■ • 

Due to the extremely wide dispersion, methodical assembly by units was 
almost out of the question. Commanders gathered up ail personnel in the vic- 
inity, ■ regardless of unit, and proceeded toward objectives,. At "H" hour the 
strength of units on the various objectives was as followsj 

Elements of division headquarters, headquarters company, military police 
platoon,, division artillery headquarters and headq;y,arters battery, division : 
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signal company, and about forty officers > and men from the 3rd battalijg^Ol 
(a total of about eight^five) proceeded to Pouppeville^ at daylight: and^er 
a sharp skirmish sectared the town and Causeway number 1 leading^from^the beach. 
Contact was made with elements of the Uth:Division (Company G, 8th ^Infantry) , 
at 1215. The iith Division passed through and b6gan the attack on St. Marie ae 
Monte,-;hich' still contained German troops. The di^i^f ^J' ^^^^quarters echelon 
theh jroceeded to Hie s^ille where the .division ^.P. ha4 been established by 
other personnel of .the headquarters echelon. 

At 1800 no word had beeh received frQto the 501st Parachute Infantry, nor 
the 3rd battalion, 506th Parachute ]i,^antry., : The^502 reported scatterad^^^^^ 
in the Varreville area with an overall strength of about 500 men, The 50feth 
had gathered some 350 in the vicinity of Culoville, ' The 377th Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion had assembled l^ss than k hundred, mth' one, hoT^tzer, m , . 
the vicinity. of Foucarville. 

' The initial glider landing ^ took plS^^ at;: 0500 . with the f ollotfing results t 

The division CP- began^ to^ fuhfetibn; as- such at; l800 D-day with initial comm- 
unication limited to messengeir tod SSR 3P0; radio.: On?, wire line had earliej? 
fceen laid to. the 506 Parachute, Infantry, ^ut, due /to': enemy infiltration couLd 
not be maintained, ■ / -i; 

; , The second glider echelon arrived at ;23iP0:j|t^^^^^^ following re sultsr , v ^ 

AS of 2U00, D-day., the division OP wa^ -lJocaiiedv^Lt Hiesvilie with; &i)prd3d.-' ■ 
Aatelv'505g of the division headquarter^ air^Bprne; combat -echelon accounted 'fori 
the 501. with the exception of about one hundred and twenty officers, and -men 
from the 3rd battalion .at the division OP unaccounted for and, insofar as could 
be determined with missions incomplete J the 502 still widelly scattered but^hold- 
ing strong points' generally north of St. Germain de Varreville ^^l^^approxi- 
mately 500 itfenj the 506 at Culeville with some 350 men, with no word , of the^ 3d 
battalionj the ^.TTth Fie W Artillery Battalion with some eighty^five men with 
the 502; Bat tefy A 81st AT, with five 57mm guns at the division CP .and Battery 
B with six guns at Culovillei remaining glider elements .scattered in and^around 
HiesHlle, In' many cases, unable to move because of scattered enemy resistance 
ah no waterbbrne elements of the division present in or enrpute to the assembly 

■ areas. The following command and staff peirsonnel of the division ^re present 

■ at the division CP: : General Taylor, CGj .General MCAuliffe-j Asst; GGj Colonel ^ 
Higgins, C/S| Colonel Sherburne, Dir Arty Comdrj I.t.: Col», Pappas.^.,D.iv .Engrj 
and Major Gfiswold (injured) Asst G-U. General Pratt had been killed in the 
first . glidd'r landing! Lt, Col., Millener (G-3) Capt. Schweiter (G-2), Major , 
Danahy (G-3) were missingj Major Legere.(G-3) had been wounded and evacuated 
and waterbome", personnel, due to arrive about lliOO, were . unreported. A skeleton 
staff 'Iras formed and' plans made to enable the units of, the, -division to assemble 
and carry out the missions assigned. • At 2000 tl^e CO 506 tos issued orders to 
gather all available forces and proceed to the south at dawn in. order to pro- 
tect the south of the ■ corps from, enemy forces advancing from Carenta.n,. , ^ 

June 1, l9Mx » (D / 1) ' • • • , ' *' : 

At dawn the 506 with an estimated strength of 500 men (groups continued to 
arrive at the regimental CP throughout the night) advanced to the south. At 



Vierville determined ffcnQr resistance was encountered after sharp fighting 
the tbim was won. and- the enemy retreated on S* .Gome de Mont. Angoville au 
Plain w^s captured about noon but the further advance was held up about a 
thousand yards, to, the southwest. 

During the early morning hours word was received that the 1st Battalion, 
UOlst Glider Infantry, had reached its assembly area just southeast o£ St. 
Marie du Mont * Orders were issued to wipe out enemy resistance of unknown 
strength in the vicinity of Le Groseillier. The battalion was engaged on this 
mission when the 506th tras held up at St .Come , de , Mont, About lUOO orders _ 
were issued to disengage from' the enemy at Le: Groseillier and proceed on Vier- 
ville to re-inforce the effort of the $06, The battalion could not be with- 
drawn immediately and idid not arrive in the battle area until about 1900 » At 
tha,t time it was decided to hold, the attack on St* Cbme du Mont until .dawn the 
next day, ■ /-v . ^ ' . ' ' . ■ 

^ In the meantime j the G,G. Utii Pivision was contteted and arrangements 
made for the release of all elements of the 502nd ■Parfphute Infantry and of 
the 377th Parachute Field Artillery. Orders were issued to the 502 to proceed 
oh and bivoTjac in the vicinity of Saute Folie, The j-egiment (estimated stren- 
gth about 700) arrived about 1^00 j at l800 orders were issued to establish a 
road block in. the vicinity of La Croix Pan to pre.y§ht any eneny movement • from 
.the sovith and ■attack at dawn the following mornirig with the mission of iiiitially 
preventing any movement 'of enengr in . Houe sville from re-inf orbing the ' St i ; ,C ome 
de Mont garrison, then destroying the\ enengr remaining in the Houesville - Les 
Queehils - Lie sville area,. 'On moving .dut to ei^tablish the. road block, at 2200, 
the enemy was found to be in some strength, at the designated point. The road ' 
block was then established .about one thousand yards: north 'of , La. Croix Pan. 

During the day the: '3rd battalion^ ; of , the $(31 - continued to gain strength 
as di-spersed tifiits reported .in.. At 1900 this battalion Tfas drdered to proceed 
to the vicinity of Vierville and attached to 'the , gO^^^^f^^ 

Come du Mont in the morhingi . The S'treftgth ^f tHe battallori ?/as about 280 men 
at this time* , 

The,' 1st Battalion of ■ the itOl and ,the .ei|ht available tanks of company D, 
70th Light Tank Battalion, .plus Balitery 81dt iT Battalion, i/vere also attached 
to the $06. for tiie. assault, pi"^" 

At about 2100. the waterborne^elemerifts for the division staff arrived at 
the division CP, ' , 

No word of the 501st ..Parachute Infantry (less the 3d battalion) or the 3d 
battaiioi? 506th Parachute Infantry. ■ " 

Additional elements of the division signal company arrive d, and communi- 
cations were fairly well established by 2200. 

Several companies of the. 327th Glider Infantry arrived. in the assembly 
area southeas^t- of Sti- ferie de Mont and it wiis estimated that the regiment 
W0U.I4 be completely a.&p^re by 0600 the 'foll^^ 

■: The 65th Field Artillery was attached to the division early this mbrning, 
and rendered excellent: support throughout the -day. • - 



- u - 




One platoon of five tanks Tvas ; dispatched\to the ^06:froni the Uth Division, , 
and participated in the attack on Vierville .. • 

June 8, l9hh * (P / 2) . .': 

■ The "attack on St, Come du Mont was: launched at dawn' and very severe hedge ' 
and street fighting took place throughout the d^. The tm^ ^s finally ^aken ■ 
and all resistance eliminated 2000. -The 506l^s ordered to^bxvouac xn th^ , 
Vicinity of St.. Come du Mont with strong protecting forces as far south as the 
main bridge over the Douve River/ This bridge , had been blown by: a detachment 
of retreatingi Germans during the course of ; the day* . ' ' ■ •. 

The 502 likewise ran into stiff resistance at Houesville and it was not^ . 
until late in the afternoon that the eneny was eliminated: in this sector* • Thxs 
regiment was ordered to bivouac in the vicinity of HoUesville wxth strong forces 
to protect the Vest ^and north; ^ 

At abbut 1000 the first contact was established with the 501st Parachute 
-■Infantry and elements of the 3cl battalion, :506. ,- These units had been holding 
otrt in the : flooded ' areas ^'jugt' north of tMe -ijouve River, east bf Carentan. _ 
CDlotiel;JohnsDn and some 125 men. were relieved by elements of , the 506^near La 
Bdurquette other,:elements were relieved by , the 327th late -the sam^ afternoon, 

' By 2200 the division Had accomplished all assigned initial missions and 
was disposed occupying defensive sectors as folloTifs: The 502, from Chef 4u 
Pont ;6ri the. north to just south of Les Quesnilfi'l •tM.=r5Q6 from Les Quesnils 
along the Douve Rivet to La Bourqufette , : inclusive :ij,the 327th from La Bour- 
quette to; the mouth of the Douve, The 5Q1 was a- • 3d in division reserve 
in the' vicinity of Vierville, ^ , , • : ^ ' 

June 9:, 19lilt . (p 3) : ' ^ ' 

Defensive positions were consolidated and orders were issued for Ahe ' 327th 
to effect a. river crossing at 0100 the following morning to reach the high 
ground around Brevands. Corps engineers brought up assault boats by concealed 
. routes during the day and all. plans" were completed by 1800* , 

In the meantime, 'engineer reconnaissance indicated that ^ an . advance . on j 
Carentan from the north along the main highway might be,, possible, A tenjporary 
footbridge was constructed during the day and the. 3d battalion,. 502 was ordered 
to move down and attempt a crossing by infiltration;; The 3d battalion moved 

' "out under.. cover Of darkness and was prepsired to effect a crossing at O3OO. the 
next morning. The approach- was discovered by the eneny .p-rior to midnight and 
.considerable, artiiieiy, mortar and machine gun fire wasenco^ moving, 

■ -into position^ : to t^^ heavy f ire tK?e crossing/was cancelled, at- 0200..,,, 

June 10, 19lth . (D / ij) ; ; ; ' 

" ' '"' The 327th began the river crossing as of 011jl5, the actual crossing being 
preceeded by a heavy artillery and mortar barrage, including nine It*, 2 chemical 
mortars. This barrage proved extremely effective and permitted all three • 
battalions t6 complete the crossing by O6OO, At about 03pO the division comm- 
ander #sked the corps engineer to begin the construction of a floating bridge. 



Casualties were very light. Units of. the first battalion proceeded east 
through Brevands and at 13h$ made contact with the reconnaissance troop of the 
2nd Armored division and Company "K", :175th Infantry (29_ Division) Justjest 
of the Vire River, With this meeting contact vras establxshec between the V 
Corps and the VII Corps ahd the allied beachhead now extended, along the coast- 
line from Rivabelia oxk the east to Ozeville/on the, west. . , ' 

■ The 327th less the first battalion proceeded south and west on Garentan 

, and after brushing aside slight emw resistance tras held up, at 1800, by strong 
enemy resistance $00 yards east of the bridge crossing the canal on the east- 
ern edge of Garentan. The two' bridges' at this point had been destroyed by the 
Germans. Colonel Hat-per assumed command vice Colonel Wear relieved* ■ 

At lUOO the ^d battalion of the $02 resumed the attack on Garentan from 
the north by infiltrating across the four bridges just north of the town-. 
Although under heavy rifle, machine gun,, mortar and artillery f ire 'th| batta-, 
lion crossed one entire compai^ by darkness. The' remainder of the 502 was 
ordered to assembly positions Just south of St. Come du Mont, prepared to 
renew the .cros,sing at daylight. 

■The .joist ','Parachute Infantry was ordered: to tak<3' over the •defensive sec- 
tor previously assigned the $02, \ ■ ■ \ 

■ ■ No bhainges vrere made in the dispositions of the :;506 and- this, regiment 
remained in place after being passed through by the j02,, 

Ju ne 11. 19U1; > (D / 5) 

At daylight' the- 02resumed' the attack^^£fff#s S.>^^Wd to infiltrate person- 
. nel across the bridges. By 0730 all the 3d -.b^tWlibn tras over and elements of 
the 1st battalion began, to cross* 1030 this battalion was completGly across 
and the 2d.-battalion began their forward mdveaent. Many casualties .were ,, . 
suffered at this time due to well-placed enemy fire from hidden pill-rbpxes,' 
cellars, bunkers and other . defensive works that were so placed, as to brirxg .,v 
■.ef^'ective' f ire' on, the one route of apiproach and yet;so irvell cbncealod that it 
was almost' impossible to locate, tjl^^i ' - ' ■ ■ 

■ At 0600 the' ist battalioni ' UOl j/'c^^^ t'he city in 

the' vici.nity of the lock north of St 4' Hilaire arid was advancing slowly on the 
city along ^the v^Bas sin a Flot». ' ' 

At lllj it was decided, to send two German prisoners into the city; uhder 
a flag, of truck, to demand the surrender.,:-of''-'the citysby the commanding officer* 
All firing W., 'Suspended .from lllj to 121^. At ■ that/.time the. two prisoners . 
returned with the - information tfmt the commanding- officer, would not surrender... • 
■ ■ Firing was ,ri^s:umed ,, immediately but" progress Tuy_ the - $02 was vQry , slow^due to 
the heavy fi^-e- .'it was receiving' from the- south a 

The ,3.st battalion of the UOl was held Up "by strong enemy resistance at 
a point aj?.out 100, yards from the souths f-n edge of the.Bafesin a'Flot, The^ 2d 
battalion'of , the 327 th was still in position some JOO yards east of -the; canal , 
along the "mSih road leading into the city arid the 1st battalion was protecting 
. to the south. 
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At about 1500 it ^..decided ^0^^:^^^^^^%^^. 
now completed near/BrevaM. to ^ P^^jJ^^j^ ^J^'^^i^f^/iSa^e Z torn on the. 
the canal und.r co^er of ^^^^^^^f .^^^^^^"ker necessa^ eqtdp- 
south." Arrangements were made ^^^"^^-^^^^^ the 327th. . 

ment and the 01 ^^^^^^ ""^^ .^^^^^^^^^ 

General McAuliffe was pla<^^,i"^°"^^^^f .^J^.S'ed Som the ^02 that the 
f.om th. east ^ ^^^^^ ord'ered to, pass, 

eneii^ appeared to be .mtharamng, •^"^.^'^T^ u.. ^aq^q Hill 30 Twestof 

thrS^ the $02 and adyance to the south ^J^^gj^ ^° and by 2300 the 506 ..as 
the city. The movement ^^^^''^''^^^^'^■^l^fZ ^^^^ davni, then- 

erve in the Vicinity of St. Come Mont* ^ / ^ 

June 12,;1^UU .- (D. /, 6) .. 

south 2d Sat of "the city. Thi= completed the ehcirolement. 

At dam the U01.resw>ed:the attickarom t^ 

been elimiiiiated. ; , ; ■ 

2: ScouWered and severe lighting ensued th-uf ^g- f^S^**' 

2d battalion 506 on the extreme right or north flank^irere .high. ^ counter ^ 
a?t?ck by the'oennans about 1800 forced them to -t^draw some J^g^-^- J*"^ 
attack iris stopped only when the final reserve element of the regiment ma 
placed in the' line. . ' . , , 

thP >;oi also met stiff resistance and ivas held up after advancing fj^^ 
l.OOO^arS frim hS 30/ Company "D",: TOth Light Tank Battalion *as attached 

. to the $01, and some further progress was made. , 

: ^ dark both regiments were heavily engaged with the ensn^r ahd dug in f or 

the night, , V ; . ■ r 

The foimrd echelon of the dWision CP was established^ 
of the„Bassin a Flot as of 2100, . 

The ^d Battalion of the- $06, which had been held north of the Do uve in 
divisSn resSve w^s released\o%h, $06 as of 2200 and ^joined its parent unit 



immediately. 
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Preparations were made, to motorize, the second battalion of the 502 in the 
vicinity of St. Com^ du Mont and the battalion was alerted to -move out on an 
hour's notice . 

.IThe situation at 2200 wag critical with enemy pressure on the south,- . south- 
west, .and west continuing Mtil^ w^ dark. • 

June 13, 19UU * ^-/l) / ' , ^ 

Early in the^mcrning the attack Tras resumed by both the !^01st and the 5.06 
commj ttirig their deserve . battalions..; The 501 ,vfaS iiimediately pinned' down by 
heavy small -/ms fife but managed , to hold its position. The 506 ms- again struc 
by a heavy 6nemy counter-attack and forced, back to within 500 yards of the west 
edge, of the city. 

The 2nd battalion 502 was ordered forward and wes1^ into position on the ^ 
right flank of the .506. This halted the cbunter-attaclc and enabled thei 506 
to regain some of its -lost; ground, . 

• The eneny counter-attack on the riQrth flank was characterized by strong 
mortar and artillery support and treraehidous' automatic weapon fire* (It was 
afterwards learned .that a ■ high percentage of the attacking force carried li^t 
machine guns .and machine /pistols),^ , ,, , ' * 

At 1030,,elements of ,, Combat Command A, 2nd Armored Division j Und^r , command 
of Genera:l: Rose were reppHed to be in' the, 327th Infantry : sector. An urgent 
request to corps, relaye-d-^.to arngr,.. resulted in this coipbat command being att- 
. ached to the division. ,'■ 

• 'Reconnaissance viras immediately, begun' and an attack in the 506 sector set 
for; liiOO, This attack jumped off on time and fey 1715 the objective of 'the 
5D6-was :reached. .■ \ 

the '502,: lesS: the 3d, battalion j left , to. guard the northern part of the 
di^dsion sector in the: v3.cinity of St* Coiie du ISont but livith' the 1st battalion 
hOl attached passed through the 50^, followed the ; tanks and , after bitter fight*- 
ingv;attained the objective initially ^assijned the ^06. The regiment began 
defensive- preparations iimediately 'and- 1:^;22^^ ■■. 

/ ■■' The 501 with. the assi,stance l^ tanks, laimched; ah attack in its r sector 
at. 1815* Its iriitially a^ssigned :oi)je'ctive was'takeh at 21Qd and this regiment 
\lik'ewise iestablished^ - . / 

' The -"506 was withdraw^, to division reserve in the vicihi-ty of Bassin a Flot 
^at;■^2300.: 'y] : . ^/ ■'■ \-: ' ^ ■ 

The 327th .maintaine.d its defensive position; along the railroad east of 
Carentan, " •.' r:-:!". : ' 

Jut^e aU, I9hh h, (D 7^- 8)/: - • ■ 

Mopping up of ■scattered, enemy :^r began at daylight and continued 

throughout the , day-.-. Egr' darknes?! qnly a few snipers remained in the\sector.- 
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Defensive preparations "^^or,^!^ 

defense.- ■ ■ . ■ . ' : 

It 1600' oontict established with the S08th Parachute Infantry df the 
82nd MrL™ Sv? io^at Baupte. The 508 ^acl^rossed the Do^ early xn the 
S?ning:and:npw held a defensive J4« f f "S^^f^'SSat to tS^stern^f^^^^^ 

-ttalion Of the 

502 was moved dom to join its regiment. 

The 327th maintained its defensive sector ^long the railway from Carentan 
on thf^igr^t^^ Of th. g.jr^-.-^^^^ 

S^SnSJ^ilSm^^^^ 

The 5Q6th parachute. Inf^ntry^was^Qrael^rt^^^^ 
:sive position just vrest and-southwesll Of .Carentasi ana spen^ the. day organizing. 

this position, - 

No ;enew action other than patrolling took ^place during the day or early ' 

, . evening,-^ ■ ■ ; ■ . 

June 15* (D / 9) ' ; 

• - At daylight the 120th Infantiy Regiment of the 30th Division, .(XIX Corps) 
began to pSs'through the 327th Infantry. ^ 2200 relief of the ^^egrment had 
Sfn, completed and the 327.th .^S ordered to ^^^^^^^^^.^ 

east of St* Hilaire, The XIX Corps assumed responsibility for protection ol 
the beachhead to the corps boundaiy just east of Carentan-, 

As 01, 1200 this date the lOlst Airborne Division was relieved firom assign- 
ment to the VII Corps and agsigne^d to the VIII Corps, 

All units continued to improve defensive positions and plans were made to 
strengthen the defenses to the southwest bf Pla^i^g^^e ,327th in the line 
soon as it could be assembled and reorganized after relief by tne 120th. Infantry. 

' Gdnibat Command "A" was, assigned the mission of reconnoitering to^the south 
and southwest. Reconnaissance elements pushed forward at HOO and jf^^ pro- 
ceeding some 1500 to .2000 yards were held up by artillery and AT - guns* _ TShile 
maneuvlring-in the area strong enemy, infantry units infiltrated to their rear 
and a company of medium tanks, supported by one company of inj^ntry, dis- 
patched to permit their ^d-thdrav/al. Relief was accomplished by I6OO with' few 
losses of personnel or materiel. • 

At 1700 air reconnaissance reported a strong armored force approaching^ _ 
Carentan from-Teriers. Plans yiere made to meet this, expected attack by ^pushing 
the 'armored eiei^ents well forward and by putting two battalions ox the 50.b m 
their prepared defensive positions just west and southwest of Carentan. ihe 



ejected, attack 'did not materialize and other than patfb^Lling no furthef :e^^eI^y 
.;■ action;^to6k plac^, 

s^jjinej;6_2^^^ 

The 327th was ordered to take .over a defensive sector between the. $02 
V and the $01 thus' reducing the front to be held by each unit^ The 1st battalion 

- liOl was released: to the 327th and by 2100 the 327th was e^tablishe^d in the 
•front 'line;.. "^'''y . \ '■ l".-^--:' - 

i;:/ Defensive 'work continued knd by 1$0Q a •continuous ahti-tarik m^^ belt tos 
, in place along the entire division seistor, ; ■ 

K ■ June 17., i9hk , -0 ' 4 n) < ' : y - ^- ■ 

■.■: :,„, At 0800 plans were made to push .the outpost lineVspme. distance forwar^^ 
-" 'the left in order to' improve observation to the south and southivest. Limited 
■ objective attacks were planned by the 501 and 327. - The attacks jumped off at,., 
'182$ and very little opposition was encounter,ed. By 2200 the objectives had 
been attained and; the new. QUit^^ 

.' ' At 0830 orders were received relieving all but one battalion of Combat 
; ;:CQmmand "<A" from atliachment. to 'the; division* 

Also on, this date the folloMng .upits were released from' attachment 
v ComparQff "D", ikii Light Tank Battalionf Troop ''C" j^ li.th Cavalryj 1st Platoon, - 
■ • ,Compaiiy "B"/ 899th Tar^.Pestrpyer Bat ta.n^^ the 238th Engineer Battalion. 

•,- >June.l8,- I9ltlfc »/ (D-/12) : 

No action other than patrolling took place on this date* 

'I .June 19, 19ltU »: ■ (D / 13) ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■■ ^ ; 

r,:-, . No change:, .IhteiiBittent mortar arid artillery fire was received^ several 
casualties resulted. '•' ■■ 

v;- June .20,. 'l9hit .A (D ?^lli.); Vv'>.^-^-., ■■^y":'^'-:-.-' 

VNo- Change, ■ • .: ■ ■ J- , ■ ' •■■'''^ ■ ■ ■ ' • ■. 

1 Jtine;:^l,;a9^^I^ ^ : (P ^ Ig.) ' ■ \ , ■ ■ ' 

The ,$06 .. relieved the 3'oi in the. front lines and the 501 weijt into reserve 

- in the, yiGirlity of Bassin a Flot., 

' ; June:.22,:19ti^l ^ (Ii^:16)' [j ; ,■' ■ s ' y'^- - - '.^:vil ,,. . ' 

: ..No .'change, ■ ''..],', v ,•' ' ■ 

; June; g3j 19iA > : (D /'l7) ^ , ■ : . l ' : ' 

No ■ dhange^, : ' ,, ■ 



- :9 - 



June 2k, 19hh , (D / 18) 

-No change, ^ , 

June 2g,' IglOi . (d / 19) 
No change • 

June 26, 19iiU . (D / 20) ' / . ' 

■ orders were received from the Commanding General ^ ^orps, at 1330 that 
or,*, nnmhat team of the division would move to. vicinity of St, bauveur Le 
^fcoS and ?Se up'a defensive position astride ^he main road lead^^^^^ south 
of St Sauveur Le Vicomte through Prairie l^recageuses* The remainder ol the 
dLlsio^SSd, fallow the next day and the entire division ^o^^ake up a; 
tactica? bivouac position generally' west of St. Sauveur Le Vicomte, 

AccordincrW, the 501st Parachute Infantx^^ with the 9.07th Glider FieW 
Artillerv and Battery C.- 81st AA Battalion attached, moved out by truck at 
1800 S'^brdarf up the :assignedrdefensive position, ^^^^J^, 

i sued to move the remainder of the division as ^^^^^tJd in at^Se 

Infantry Division. Command and staff personnel^of the 83d^report6d m at the 
division CP at about 1900 and plans were made for the reiiei, 

June 27, 19UIi . ( D 21) 

During darkness and early morning, k infantry battalions and ^^^^f ^ , 
artillery battalions of the 83d Infantry Division moved in to the rear of the 
' di^S^defensive area. During the day relief was .^^^ ,0 the 

both divisions. Movement was made by motor m the vicinity °^^^arentan to^the 
vJcinSy of St: Sauveur Le Vicomte. The 2d Battalion of the J02d Parachute 
Sf aSry rem? ned in position as a mobile reserve xvith the 1st Battalion, 66th 
SmSed^InSry. All other units of the division cleared the ^arentan^ea 
ty 23.30. Division CP closed at Carentan at 2100 and opened at St, Sauveur Le 
Vicomte at the same hour, ' 

June 28, 19Ui; , (D / 22) - ■ . . ^ ; 

The 2d Battalion, 502d Parachute Infantry joined ,the^ division as. df . 0930 
and except for the rear echelon vdiich remained at .Heisville all'^elements of 
the division T^re "closed in the St. Sauveur Le Vicomte area at that time. 

At about 1200 orders were iBceived from army that the lOlst Airborne ^v^ 
ision would move to bivouac area about 5 (five) miles .south of Cherbourg and 
would be responsible for the defense of the Cherbourg Peninsula noi-.th of an 
east-west.linp,*hi^ugh Jountebourg., .. Reconnaissance ^elements were 
• to the Cherbourg area and reconnaissance conducted during, the day, _ Orders were 
issued at .2100 for the movement by motpr of all elements o^^the division. 

June 29, 19ltii . (D / 23) 

Elements "of the division began the .movement to the Cherbourg bivouac area 
at OS'S, Successive elements moved, throughout the day and Tfith the exception 



of th« Vear echelon all elements of the division closed in the Cherbourg area 
by 2100,' ; 

Orders were issued assigning sectors of responsibility to the various 
units and some reconnaissance was carried out, , , 

June 30, l9Ut,. (D / 2h) 

Detailed reconnaissance by all units began at O6OO and continued through 
out the day. Continuous patrolling was carried out in all areas. Beginning 
at 1000 the rear echelon elements moved to the division bivouac area. "By 
1800 on this date all elements of the division were assembled, for the first ^ 
time since Drday, in the Cherbourg area* 



